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Social Policy of Rural-urban Migrants:

An Analytical Framework and its Application
LI Ying', CHOW Wing-sun’
(1. School of Labor and Human Resources. Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872;
2. Faculty of Social Sciences, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong)

Abstract: With regard to the welfare and social policy of rural-urban migrant workers in China, exist-
ing research is mostly empirical, and little research develops its analysis from theoretical perspec-
tives. This study is aimed to narrow this gap. It constructs an analytical framework based on a review
of classical social policy theories, existing research and the circumstances of rural-urban migrants in the
specific context of China. This framework is applied to explain the policy change in China since the en-
try of the new millennia, which leads to further discussions about the influential factors, implementa-
tion, and reform strategies of governmental policy for rural-urban migrants in China.

Key words: social policy theories; social policy of rural-urban migrants; influential factors; develop-
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